H

FOR I’I\/‘\’}\/;EDkI/:'\TEfR:E’L’E:AVYSIWE EI—‘%;@PKLE‘N

.

Eli Klein Fine Art

462 West Broadway T. (212) 255-4388
New York, NY 10012 F. (212) 255-4316
Gallery Hours: Daily, TTam - 7pm

Zhang Dali Retrospective
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Eli Klein Fine Art is pleased to present a retrospective exhibition featuring the work of one of China'’s
most dynamic artists, Zhang Dali. Showcasing pieces from his most celebrated series, this exhibition
reflects on current growth and development within China.

Much of Zhang Dali's art focuses on the rapidly changing spatial environment in China. His series,
Dialogue, and the slightly later series, Demolition, focus on the forced modernization of Beijing. His
spray-painted, and then eventually physically-removed, outlines of human heads depicted across
countless condemned walls, make a silent but biting protest about the destruction of fraditional
Beijing life.

Zhang Dali’s work is extremely versatile as his sculptural work, Chinese Offspring, clearly illustrates. To
recognize the Chinese migrant worker’'s dedication to China’s growth, the artfist created this body
of work celebratfing these unsung heroes while exploring massive disparity between poverty and
weadalth. Since 2003, he has created over 100 of these life-size, resin-cast figures and each one
possesses a unique tattoo—as the artist issues each with a number, title, and his own signature of
legitimacy.

In his Slogan series paintings, Zhang Dali appropriates various Chinese propagandistic slogans from
the streets of Beijing into his paintings. Though civilians feel numb fo these omnipresent slogans,
subconsciously they are affected by the messages. Through these painfings, the artist expresses his
concern and reflects on the spiritual impact from this external social force.

In 2003, Zhang Dali started researching historical photographs released by official publications and
created the Second History, a series of 130 works. The artist collected these historical images which
were dltered by the government to use as a tool for propaganda and political control. Zhang Dali
then matched images originating in the same negative, comparing the ways in which alterations
were used by the government. This body of work allows many Chinese to see for the first fime the
reality behind the images they were so familiar with.

The most recent series, World's Shadow, brings the artist fo a new medium. Photograms allow Zhang
Dali fo explore the interaction between shadows and objects, taking note that the shadows are
often overlooked. The fransient nature of shadows plays well with Zhang Dali’s central themes;
nature is replaced by concrete and steel, just as fradition is replaced by modernization.

cont. on page 2



Zhang Dali was born in Harbin, China in 1963, and earned his Bachelors in Fine Arts from the
Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing. His work has been exhibited in museum shows around
the world including recent solo exhibitions “Pervasion: Works by Zhang Dali (1995-2008),” He
Xiangning Art Museum, Shenzhen (2009); “Il Sogno Proibito della Nuova Cina,” Palazzo
Inghilterra, Turin (2009); and “Zhang Dali: A Second History,” Guangdong Museum of Art (2010).
Recent group exhibitions include “Zhang Dali: A Second History,” Les Rencontres d’Arles, 41st
Edition (2010); “The Original Copy: Photography of a Sculpture, 1839 to Today,” MoMA, New
York (2010); The 54th Venice Biennale (June, 2011); and “New Photography 2011,” MoMA,
New York (2011).

This exhibition will be on view at Eli Klein Fine Art fromn December 20, 2012 through February 18,
2013. The opening reception on will take place on December 20, 2012 from 6 — 8 PM. For further
information, please contact the gallery at (212) 255-4388 or info@ekfineart.com.

Zhang Dadli Rising Pigeons, 2011. Photogram. 31 1/2 x 53 1/2 inches (80 x 136 cm)
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